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for generations to come. They, as 
Nancy and I, will miss him greatly. 

f 

IVETTE FERNANDEZ—MISS 
ALASKA USA 2001 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
congratulations are in order for a 
‘‘Royal’’ Alaskan on my staff. Staff As-
sistant Ivette Fernandez was recently 
crowned Miss Alaska USA 2001 at the 
state pageant held in Anchorage. Ivette 
was judged in the interview, swimsuit, 
and evening gown competitions. Along 
with the title of Miss Alaska USA, 
Ivette also was honored with the Miss 
Congeniality title. 

Born and raised in Fairbanks, Alas-
ka, Ivette is the daughter of Antonio 
and Gloria Fernandez of Fairbanks. 
She is a graduate of Lathrop High 
School in Fairbanks and attended the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks before 
transferring to The George Washington 
University (GWU) in Washington, DC. 
She graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree from GWU in the fall of 1999. 
Her future plans include attending law 
school and working in International 
Affairs. 

As the new Miss Alaska USA, Ivette 
will represent Alaska in the Miss USA 
pageant which will be held in early 
February in Gary, Indiana. Ivette will 
compete for the title of Miss USA with 
other young women from 49 states and 
the District of Columbia. 

Upon winning the Miss Alaska USA 
title, Ivette won scholarship and ward-
robe money, a free trip to the national 
pageant, and other generous prizes, as 
well as her crown and sash. However, 
this is not her first time wearing a 
crown. In April 1999, Ivette represented 
Alaska as our Cherry Blossom Princess 
for the National Cherry Blossom Fes-
tival here in Washington, DC. 

My wife Nancy and I have known 
Ivette for many years. We are very 
proud of her and her accomplishments, 
and we know that she will represent 
Alaska with poise and distinction. 
Ivette is a pleasure to be around and a 
great asset to my office staff. 

Mr. President, my staff and I want to 
wish Ivette the best of luck when she 
competes in the Miss USA pageant this 
coming February, and we again extend 
our congratulations to her on winning 
her title. 

f 

NATURAL GAS 

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
note that the Energy Committee is 
contemplating a hearing on Tuesday on 
the spiraling price increases associated 
with natural gas. We are seeing a situa-
tion in existence now where we have 
terminated trading, for a portion of 
yesterday at least, in natural gas. I am 
told that natural gas was selling for 
about $2.16 per thousand cubic feet 
about 9 months ago. Last month it was 
$5.40; $7 last week. Yesterday it hit a 

high of $8.80. We really have a crisis de-
veloping in this country, not only from 
the standpoint of the adequacy of our 
natural gas supplies to meet our elec-
tric generation requirements but home 
heating as well, inasmuch as 50 percent 
of the homes in the United States are 
heated by gas. 

I thank my colleague from Wash-
ington, Senator MURRAY, for the time 
she allotted me. I wish the Chair a 
good day and my good friend from 
Washington as well. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington is recognized.

f 

A TRIBUTE TO SENATOR SLADE 
GORTON 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, as we 
all know congressional lame duck ses-
sions following an election are a rarity. 
They usually arise when Congress is 
unable to finish its business in a timely 
fashion, and that is true with this year 
as well. 

But this session affords me and this 
Congress an opportunity to acknowl-
edge and pay tribute to the service of 
an esteemed colleague. Senator SLADE 
GORTON, the Senior Senator from 
Washington state, will be ending his 
service here after 18 years in the Sen-
ate. 

Washingtonians—regardless of party 
affiliation—have come up to me with 
high praise and appreciation for Sen-
ator GORTON’S long service to our 
state, our country and this proud insti-
tution. 

I want to share with my colleagues a 
passage from an editorial this week in 
the Everett Herald. The Herald edi-
torial reads,

History will rank Gorton with Senator 
Henry M. ‘‘Scoop’’ Jackson and Senator War-
ren G. Magnuson as an extraordinary leader 
in D.C. on behalf of the state. 

Throughout his career in the Senate and 
state government, Gorton has been a leading 
force in many major efforts to protect the 
environment. 

He also has been a consistent, passionate 
advocate for individuals with problems deal-
ing with bureaucracy. 

Within the Senate, Gorton has been a 
grand force for reasoned bipartisanship, 
never afraid to take a strong stand but also 
willing to work graciously and effectively 
with members of the opposition even at the 
tensest moments.

Many of our colleagues are well 
aware of SLADE’S history of public 
service. As a young man, SLADE GOR-
TON moved to Washington state from 
Chicago almost 50 years ago. 

He wanted to go West in search of 
new opportunities. And with $300 and a 
one-way ticket on a Greyhound bus, 
SLADE GORTON moved to Washington 
State. 

History has shown that this Midwest 
native fit right into Washington State. 
And like so many immigrants to our 
great State, SLADE GORTON was wel-

comed and given an opportunity to 
make the most of his talents. 

From the very beginning, SLADE GOR-
TON went to work on behalf of Wash-
ington State. First, he married Sally 
Clark from Selah, Washington. That 
same year—1958—SLADE went into poli-
tics and was elected to the Washington 
State House of Representatives where 
he rose to serve as the majority leader. 

In 1968, he was elected attorney gen-
eral of Washington State. On numerous 
occasions on several historic cases, 
SLADE represented the people of Wash-
ington before the Supreme Court. 

Chief Justice Warren Burger once 
said that SLADE, ‘‘makes the best argu-
ments before the Supreme Court of any 
Attorney General in America.’’ He was 
also recognized with the prestigious 
Wyman Award given to the out-
standing attorney general in the 
United States. 

By this time, SLADE had also become 
a respected leader throughout Wash-
ington State. 

After three terms as the Washington 
State Attorney General, SLADE GORTON 
ran for an won a seat in the United 
States Senate. He was elected three 
times to the United States Senate giv-
ing him an impressive record of win-
ning statewide election six times in 
Washington. 

All of this is offered as a brief history 
of SLADE’s many years of service. With 
time, there will certainly be many pub-
lic tributes to Senator GORTON. But 
what I’d like to focus on now is our 
time together in the United States 
Senate and the work we were able to do 
together over the last eight years. 

I am sure all of my colleagues share 
my own appreciation for the support, 
guidance, and sacrifices our families 
make so that we can serve in the Sen-
ate. Our successes throughout our ca-
reers in public service are shared with 
our families. We rely on them in so 
many ways. 

And that is certainly true for SLADE 
GORTON. Sally and SLADE have been 
partners for all of his years of service. 
From Olympia, Washington to Wash-
ington, D.C., Sally Gorton has been 
there each and every day. She and 
SLADE have three children and seven 
grandchildren, who I know bring im-
mense pride to the Gorton family. 

So, as we acknowledge and honor 
SLADE GORTON, I want to pay special 
tribute to Sally Gorton and the entire 
Gorton Family. We’ve all had to endure 
some tough things in seeking to rep-
resent our States in the Senate. We ac-
cept that politics can sometimes be 
rough. 

Our families—as our biggest defend-
ers—often take it more personally than 
we do. And, like all political families, 
the Gorton family has been instru-
mental to all of SLADE’S many suc-
cesses. Washington State is proud and 
appreciative of all that Sally Gorton 
has also done. 
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Much has been said in Washington 

State about the differences between 
Senator GORTON and myself. And while 
SLADE and I have had our differences, 
not enough has been said about our 
ability to work together on behalf of 
Washington State. 

SLADE GORTON was a champion for 
Washington State. When the interests 
of Washington State were at stake, we 
were a great team. 

I will miss our ability to work to-
gether on a bipartisan basis, combining 
our strengths, to represent our great 
State. 

As my colleagues know, there is also 
no greater adversary in the United 
States Senate than SLADE GORTON. 

When Senator GORTON took on an 
issue, everyone knew they had better 
prepare for an energetic and spirited 
fight. Senators on both sides of the 
aisle know what a challenge it is to 
take on Senator GORTON. 

Most of you didn’t have to take those 
fights home to your constituencies like 
I did. But those differences between 
Senator GORTON and I were rare. And 
they were never personal or vindictive. 
There were no political vendettas, and 
we were always able to move onto the 
next issue of importance to our con-
stituents. 

Ask the Clinton administration and 
the Justice Department what it is like 
to take on an issue and differ with 
SLADE GORTON. He was a champion for 
Microsoft in its ongoing legal battles 
with the Department of Justice. I re-
spected his work on behalf of Microsoft 
and was proud to work with him on be-
half of our constituents. And certainly, 
all of Washington State appreciated his 
determined efforts to represent one of 
the great symbols of Washington State. 

Ask the Bush administration what it 
was like to do battle with SLADE GOR-
TON when he fought his own party to 
save the National Endowment for the 
Arts. 

Despite Washington, DC’s strong de-
sire to label us all, SLADE was always 
open. And when he took on a cause, he 
often surprised people. Throughout his 
career in both Washingtons, SLADE de-
fied labels. 

Most recently, Senator GORTON and I 
worked very closely on the issue of 
pipeline safety. Unfortunately, a trag-
edy in Bellingham, Washington 
claimed three young lives and scarred 
forever a community. SLADE was right 
there with me from the very beginning, 
working to raise the profile of the issue 
and eventually pass through the Sen-
ate the toughest pipeline safety legis-
lation ever adopted by either body of 
Congress. Senator GORTON was instru-
mental to this effort. Working to-
gether, we took on some very powerful 
interests and extracted some tough 
compromises. 

At the Appropriations Committee, 
Senator GORTON and I teamed up on 
numerous instances each and every 

year to advance and protect Washing-
ton’s many interests. From agriculture 
research programs benefiting apple 
growers and wheat farmers to export 
promotion programs to land exchanges. 

Washington was the only State with 
two appropriators. We were fortunate. 
More so because SLADE chaired the In-
terior Subcommittee where Wash-
ington has so many interests. 

We worked together to clean up the 
Hanford Nuclear Reservation. We were 
partners in the effort to ease the Puget 
Sound area’s very difficult traffic con-
gestion problems at the Transportation 
Subcommittee where we both served. 

Beyond the Appropriations Com-
mittee, there are so many other issues 
that we worked well together on behalf 
of Washington State. Commercial fish-
eries is immensely important to our 
State and we worked closely on the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act in 1996 and the 
American Fisheries Act in 1998. We re-
cently worked together to pay tribute 
to a Nisei veteran and Washington 
State native William Kenzo Nakamura 
by naming a courthouse after him in 
Seattle, Washington. 

We did work collaboratively on se-
lecting Federal judges in a time when 
confirming judges was overly partisan. 
We succeeded in getting our judges 
through this difficult process by work-
ing together. 

Time and again, we both worked to 
help Boeing in its relationships with 
many foreign aircraft customers. 
Whether working with USTR or a for-
eign government, SLADE worked hard 
for the almost 100,000 Washington 
State families who work at Boeing and 
rely on aircraft sales. 

Senator GORTON and I also worked 
closely on health care issues important 
to our constituents. We worked to-
gether to boost the growing biotech 
sector in our State and the promising 
future that companies like Immunex 
and others are building in Washington 
State. From securing research dollars 
to representing the UW Medical 
School, Washington State’s health care 
needs were well served by the work of 
Senator GORTON. Here, like in so many 
areas, he had an impact for the better-
ment of our State and our country. He 
was a champion on autism issues and I 
regularly worked with him to expand 
health care for children. 

Senator GORTON was always known 
for tremendous staff work both in 
Washington, DC and throughout the 
State of Washington. He has served as 
a mentor to literally thousands of pro-
fessionals. The family tree of Gorton 
staffers past and present is a truly im-
pressive list of Washingtonians. 

One of Senator GORTON’s greatest and 
lasting contributions to our State will 
be the years of public service his 
former staffers will give to Washington 
State. 

My staff and I have worked closely 
with Senator GORTON’s staff. That 

working relationship was always inter-
rupted by an annual softball game that 
could be as competitive as any Apple 
Cup football game between the Univer-
sity of Washington and Washington 
State University. I am proud to say the 
Murray softball team won its share of 
games. But so did the Gorton team. 
And there were a couple of years where 
Senator GORTON himself contributed to 
his team’s wins. It was a friendly ri-
valry but I am sure SLADE will agree, 
we both really wanted to win that 
game. 

The Gorton staff is as loyal as any on 
Capitol Hill. And I am sure they will 
have an opportunity to thank Senator 
GORTON for all of his personal and pro-
fessional guidance and assistance. 

But I am also sure they would want 
me to say to Senator GORTON that they 
believed in his work and that they will 
always be proud to call themselves 
Gorton staffers. 

This is certainly a time of change for 
the country and for the Senate. And 
while Senator GORTON will leave the 
Senate, we shouldn’t expect to see him 
fade from the public scene. At home, he 
will continue to be a respected leader 
with perhaps many opportunities ahead 
to further shape and influence our 
State. 

And, perhaps his service in Wash-
ington, DC will continue as well. 
Change may seem uncertain but I am 
confident—just as he did almost 50 
years ago on the Greyhound bus—that 
Senator GORTON will make the most of 
the new opportunities to come. 

Senator GORTON, on behalf of all of 
Washington State, thank you for mak-
ing Washington State your home. We 
have benefited enormously from the 
decision you made as a young man to 
settle in Washington State. Your serv-
ice here in the Senate is one proud part 
of a dedicated and accomplished career 
in public service. 

I yield the floor to my colleague Sen-
ator GORDON SMITH from Oregon. 

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. I thank Mrs. 
MURRAY, the Senator from Wash-
ington, for her kind words on behalf of 
our colleague and friend, Senator 
SLADE GORTON. 

I am filled with conflicting emotions 
this morning. It is easy for me to come 
to the floor of the Senate to sing the 
praises of SLADE GORTON. It is hard for 
me to contemplate this place without 
him. As Senator MURRAY has detailed 
his history, I won’t repeat it, but I do 
think it is significant that this good 
man comes from a family from New 
England but, like a delicious Wash-
ington apple, he is a product of Wash-
ington State. 

SLADE often tells the story of Lewis 
and Clark coming down the Columbia 
River. They approached the Pacific on 
the Washington side. The first election 
that included minorities of African 
American, Indian descent, and female 
gender, took place on the shores of 
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what we now know as Washington 
State. The decision before the party 
was whether to stay in Washington or 
whether to move to Oregon on the 
other side of the river. The vote was to 
move to Oregon. SLADE has always 
used that story as an example that the 
voters are not always right. 

I have never shared the same conclu-
sion with respect to that story, and I 
find it humbling to accede to the will 
of the majority in elections, as I do 
now, with the defeat of SLADE GORTON 
for another term. It is a hard decision, 
nevertheless, for me. 

SLADE was also given to say that 
mountains divide and rivers unite. 
Truly, the Columbia River is one of 
many marvelous things that Wash-
ington and Oregon share together. It is 
the thing which has made of Washing-
tonians and Oregonians good friends 
for so many years. It is, perhaps, the 
greatest thing that brought SLADE 
GORTON and me together, a common in-
terest in being good neighbors, a com-
mon interest in the values and uses of 
the river for both natural and human 
purposes. Oregon has lost a great friend 
at the end of the service of SLADE GOR-
TON. 

Time and again, I would appeal to 
SLADE in his powerful position on Ap-
propriations to help the people of my 
State with appropriations that 
mattered to farmers, to fishermen, to 
foresters. He was always there, always 
anxious to help, always anxious to pro-
vide money for salmon restoration and 
for things that make the lives of all in 
the Pacific Northwest better. 

SLADE GORTON was the champion of 
many things, but I think he was the 
greatest champion for rural people. He 
knew that our prosperity, our standard 
of living, ultimately came from the re-
sponsible use of natural resources. So 
he stood by farmers. He stood by fish-
ermen. He stood by those who logged. 
He stood by the miner. He fought for 
their jobs. He fought for them to have 
a place. But he was not just focused on 
their concerns. As Senator MURRAY has 
reminded us, Microsoft knew no great-
er champion on the floor of the Senate 
than SLADE GORTON as he battled for 
this State’s great interest in 
Microsoft’s survival and success. So he 
was both high tech and farmer friendly. 
He was a man for all seasons for the 
Pacific Northwest and for his State of 
Washington. 

This morning, as I contemplated 
what I could say about him, a passage 
of scripture from the New Testament 
came to my mind that seemed to be, in 
my view, the bright way that I see 
SLADE GORTON. After giving the Ser-
mon on the Mount, Jesus said:

Ye are the light of the world. A city that 
is set on a hill cannot be hid; neither do men 
light a candle and put it under a bushel, but 
on a candlestick, and it giveth light unto all 
that are in the house. Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father, which is in 
heaven. 

SLADE GORTON’s light is very bright. 
I don’t know of a brighter person in the 
Senate, a smarter person. I have re-
ferred to him before as the E.F. Hutton 
of the Senate: When he would speak, 
we would all listen. I know that is true 
in the Republican Conference. In his 
halting way, it was worth stopping 
whatever you were doing to listen to 
him, because what was said was worth 
remembering and to be valued and fol-
lowed. 

So SLADE’S light, in my view, still 
burns brightly, and cannot be hid; it 
should still be utilized. I cannot predict 
how this Presidential election will turn 
out, but I do hope that if it should be 
President Bush, he will see that light 
as brightly as I do and utilize SLADE in 
the service of our country still because 
our country needs him and he has so 
much more yet to give. 

Like SLADE, I have known victory 
and defeat in running for the Senate. I 
had no greater friend when I first ran 
for the Senate, and by a margin nearly 
the one by which he has now lost, I also 
lost. I remember his letter so vividly 
because he had worked so hard for me. 
It came a few days after my defeat. He 
said how no defeat for a Senator’s race 
had ever affected him as badly as mine, 
except the time he had lost once be-
fore. And it was a hard and bitter 
thing. But he admonished me to get up 
and to try again, as he had tried again. 
He admonished me to serve and to not 
hide my light under a bushel because 
he needed me, and the farmers, the 
fishermen, and the foresters of the 
Northwest needed me. I have the feel-
ing they need me more now than ever 
with SLADE’S departure. 

He also said—and I will never forget 
it—he told me it probably upset his law 
partners in Seattle—that the worst day 
in the Senate is far better than the 
best day in the practice of law, which 
is another reason he labored so hard to 
come back and to serve. And it is a 
marvelous privilege to be here, to serve 
the people you love at home. 

SLADE was right. I now know how he 
felt when he wrote that letter because 
I feel a great emptiness inside at the 
thought of his departure. But I know, 
as he knows, that in democracy you do 
not always get to win, but you always 
get your say. I hope the day will come, 
in a different forum, perhaps, when 
SLADE GORTON will have his say again. 

Until then, I pray God’s choicest 
blessings for SLADE and Sally GORTON 
to sustain them in this difficult transi-
tion and to help all of us who remain 
behind to fill his very considerable 
shoe size as a Senator. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to have printed in 
the RECORD a number of statements re-
garding Senator GORTON and his distin-
guished service. I want to take par-

ticular note of the statement by our 
colleague, JOE LIEBERMAN, who could 
not be here today. Senator GORTON and 
Senator LIEBERMAN worked on many 
initiatives over the years. I want to 
read his statement:

Mr. President, I wish to express my great-
est respect and affection for Slade Gorton of 
Washington with whom I have enjoyed work-
ing closely for a number of years. Slade’s life 
is characterized by his commitment to faith, 
family, service, and law. As he leaves the 
Senate, I want to reminisce about some of 
the matters I have been privileged to work 
with Slade Gorton. 

Over the years, Senator SLADE GORTON has 
been a great leader on educational reform, 
striving to raise the performance of our na-
tion’s elementary and secondary schools and 
the quality of education so that all children 
may reach a high level of academic achieve-
ment. The senior Senator for Washington 
and I have worked together on a number of 
proposals to improve our educational sys-
tem. His contributions have led the way for 
better educational accountability and inno-
vation in the years ahead. 

Of great importance to our country are 
Slade Gorton’s continued efforts to preserve 
and honor American history by calling for 
stronger history curriculum standards and 
literacy awareness in our colleges and uni-
versities. I truly believe such endeavors help 
to unite our nation by demonstrating the 
importance of our shared heritage and civic 
culture as Americans. 

One of my most memorable experiences 
with Slade was the work we did together 
after the House impeached President Clin-
ton. All of us in the Senate knew that how 
we handled the impeachment trial would test 
us all—both individually and as an institu-
tion. We could either fall into intense par-
tisanship, miring ourselves and the country 
in lengthy and disruptive proceedings that 
threatened to leave this institution de-
meaned and scarred, or we could rise above 
partisanship and join together in a way that 
preserved this body’s dignity while at the 
same time ensuring a full airing of the issues 
before us. 

Slade took the lead in guiding us to a dig-
nified path, formulating a plan that ulti-
mately formed the basis of the process the 
Senate adopted. Notwithstanding his per-
sonal views, his love for his country and this 
institution led him to put principle above 
partisanship and to formulate a plan for re-
solving the impeachment case before it 
wreaked more havoc on the Senate and the 
nation. I was delighted to work on that plan 
with him, and was impressed again by the 
civilized, thoughtful, and nonpartisan way in 
which Slade Gorton proceeded. I truly be-
lieve that his leadership was instrumental in 
seeing the Senate through that difficult time 
with honor. 

Slade Gorton leaves the Senate with much 
to be proud of, and much to look forward to. 
For my wife and myself, I send Slade and 
Sally and their wonderful family love and 
every good wish for the next great chapter of 
their lives.

I also ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD several edi-
torials regarding Senator GORTON’s 
long service to our State of Wash-
ington.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
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STATEMENT BY SENATOR MURRAY IN TRIBUTE 

TO SENATOR SLADE GORTON 
Mr. President, congressional lame duck 

sessions following an election are a rarity. 
They usually arise when Congress is unable 
to finish its business in a timely fashion and 
that is true with this year as well. But this 
session affords me and this Congress an op-
portunity to acknowledge and pay tribute to 
the service of an esteemed colleague. Sen-
ator Slade Gorton, the senior Senator from 
Washington state, will be ending his service 
here after 18 years in the Senate. 

Washingtonians regardless of party affili-
ation have come up to me with high praise 
and appreciation for Senator Gorton’s long 
service to our state, our country and this 
proud institution. I want to share with my 
colleagues a passage from an editorial this 
week in the Everett Herald. The Herald edi-
torial reads, ‘‘History will rank Gorton with 
Senator Henry M. ‘Scoop’ Jackson and Sen-
ator Warren G. Magnuson as an extraor-
dinary leader in D.C. on behalf of the state. 
Throughout his career in the Senate and 
state government, Gorton has been a leading 
force in many major efforts to protect the 
environment. He also has been a consistent, 
passionate advocate for individuals with 
problems dealing with bureaucracy. Within 
the Senate, Gorton has been a grand force 
for reasoned bipartisanship, never afraid to 
take a strong stand but also willing to work 
graciously and effectively with members of 
the opposition even at the tensest mo-
ments.’’

Many of our colleagues are well aware of 
Slade’s history of public service. As a young 
man, Slade Gorton moved to Washington 
state from Chicago almost 50 years ago. He 
want to go West in search of new opportuni-
ties. And with $300 and a one-way ticket on 
a Greyhound bus, Slade Gorton moved to 
Washington state. 

History has shown that this Midwest na-
tive fit right into Washington state. Like so 
many immigrants to our great state, Slade 
Gorton was welcomed and given an oppor-
tunity to make the most of his talents.

From the very beginning, Slade Gorton 
went to work on behalf of Washington state. 
First, he married Sally Clark from Selah, 
Washington. That same year—1958—Slade 
went into politics and was elected to the 
Washington State House of Representatives. 
In the Washington House, Slade rose to serve 
as the Majority Leader. 

In 1968, he was elected Attorney General of 
Washington state. On numerous occasions on 
several historic cases, Slade represented the 
people of Washington before the Supreme 
Court. Chief Justice Warren Burger once said 
that Slade, ‘‘makes the best arguments be-
fore the Supreme Court of any Attorney 
General in America.’’ He was also recognized 
with the prestigious Wyman Award given to 
the outstanding Attorney General in the 
United States. 

By this time, Slade had also become a re-
spected leader throughout Washington state. 
After three terms as the Washington state 
Attorney General, Slade Gorton ran for and 
won a seat in the United States Senate. He 
was elected three times to the United States 
Senate—giving him an impressive record of 
winning statewide election six times in 
Washington. 

All of this is offered as a brief history of 
Slade’s many years of service. With time, 
there will certainly be many public tributes 
to Senator Gorton. But what I’d like to focus 
on now is our time together in the United 
States Senate and the work we were able to 
do together over the last eight years. 

I am sure all of my colleagues share my 
own appreciation for the support, guidance 
and sacrifices our families make so that we 
can serve in the Senate. We rely on them in 
so many ways. Slade is fortunate to have 
such a supportive family. Sally and Slade 
have been partners for all of his years of 
service. From Olympia, Washington, to 
Washington, D.C., Sally Gorton has been 
there each and every day. She and Slade 
have three children and seven grandchildren, 
who I know bring immense pride to the Gor-
ton family. So, as we acknowledge and honor 
Slade Gorton, I want to pay special tribute 
to Sally Gorton and the entire Gorton fam-
ily. 

Much has been said in Washington state 
about the differences between Senator Gor-
ton and myself. While Slade and I have had 
our differences, not enough has been said 
about our ability to work together on behalf 
of Washington state. He was a champion for 
Washington state. When the interests of 
Washington state were at stake, we were a 
great team. I will miss our ability to work 
on a bipartisan basis, combining our 
strengths, to represent our great state. 

As my colleagues know, there is also no 
greater adversary in the United States Sen-
ate than Slade Gorton. When Senator Gorton 
took on an issue, everyone knew they had 
better prepare for an energetic and spirited 
fight. Senators on both sides of the aisle 
know what a challenge it is to take on Sen-
ator Gorton. 

Most of you didn’t have to take those 
fights home to your constituencies like I did. 
But those differences between Senator Gor-
ton and I were rare. And they were never per-
sonal or vindictive. There were no political 
vendettas, and we were always able to move 
on to the next issue of importance to our 
constituents. 

Ask the Clinton Administration and the 
Justice Department what it is like to take 
on an issue and differ with Slade Gorton. He 
was a champion for Microsoft in its ongoing 
legal battles with the Department of Justice. 
I respected his work on behalf of Microsoft 
and was proud to work with him on behalf of 
our constituents. And certainly, all of Wash-
ington state appreciated his determined ef-
forts to represent one of the great symbols of 
Washington state. Ask the Bush Administra-
tion what it was like to do battle with Slade 
Gorton when he fought his own party to save 
the National Endowment for the Arts.

Slade Gorton also fought for the United 
States Senate. When the Congress was strug-
gling through a very partisan impeachment 
process, it was Slade Gorton who along with 
our colleague Senator Joe Lieberman 
stepped forward with a plan for the Senate. 
Senator Gorton, in this instance as well as in 
many others, had enormous respect for this 
institution. That respect for the institution 
is evident in the respect he enjoys among all 
Senators. 

Despite Washington D.C.’s strong desire to 
label us all, Slade was always open. When he 
took on a cause, he often surprised people. 
Throughout his career in both Washingtons, 
Slade defied labels. 

Most recently, Senator Gorton and I 
worked very closely on the issue of pipeline 
safety. Unfortunately, a tragedy in Bel-
lingham, Washington, claimed three young 
lives and scarred a community forever. Slade 
was right there with me from the very begin-
ning, working to raise the profile of the issue 
and eventually to pass through the Senate 
the toughest pipeline safety legislation ever 
adopted by either body of Congress. Senator 
Gorton was instrumental to this effort. 

Working together, we took on some very 
powerful interests and extracted tough com-
promises. 

At the Appropriations Committee, Senator 
Gorton and I teamed up in numerous in-
stances each and every year to advance and 
protect Washington’s many interests from 
agriculture research programs benefitting 
apple growers and wheat farmers to export 
promotion programs and land exchanges. 

Washington was fortunate to be the only 
state whose two senators both served on the 
Appropriations Committee. Of course, Slade 
chaired the Interior Subcommittee where 
Washington has so many interests. We 
worked together to clean up the Hanford Nu-
clear Reservation. We were partners in the 
effort to ease the Puget Sound area’s very 
difficult traffic congestion problems at the 
Transportation Subcommittee where we 
both served. 

Beyond the Appropriations Committee, 
there are so many other issues that we 
worked well together on behalf of Wash-
ington state. Commercial fisheries are im-
mensely important to our state and we 
worked closely on the Magnuson-Stevens Act 
in 1996 and the American Fisheries Act in 
1998. We recently worked together to pay 
tribute to a Nisei veteran and Washington 
state native William Kenzo Nakamura by 
naming a courthouse after him in Seattle, 
Washington. 

We worked collaboratively on selecting 
Federal judges in a time when confirming 
judges was overly partisan. We succeeded in 
getting our judges through this difficult 
process by working together. 

Time and again, we both worked to help 
Boeing in its relationships with many for-
eign aircraft customers. Whether working 
with USTR or a foreign government, Slade 
worked hard for the almost 100,000 Wash-
ington state families who work at Boeing 
and rely on aircraft sales. 

Senator Gorton and I also worked closely 
on health care issues important to our con-
stituents. We worked together to boost the 
growing biotech sector in our state and the 
promising future that companies like 
Immunex and others are building in Wash-
ington state. From securing research dollars 
to representing the UW Medical School, 
Washington state’s health care needs were 
well served by the work of Senator Gorton. 
Here, like in so many areas, he had a signifi-
cant and positive impact on our state. He 
was a champion on autism issues, and I regu-
larly worked with him to expand health care 
for children. 

Effective leaders attract talented people to 
their offices and Senator Gorton has always 
had a very effective staff both in Wash-
ington, DC, and throughout the State of 
Washington. He has served as a mentor to 
literally thousands of professionals. The 
family tree of Gorton staffers past and 
present is a truly impressive list of Washing-
tonians. One of Senator Gorton’s greatest 
and lasting contributions to our state will be 
the years of public service his former staffers 
will give to Washington state. 

My staff and I have worked closely with 
Senator Gorton’s staff. That working rela-
tionship was always interrupted by an an-
nual softball game that could be as competi-
tive as any Apple Cup football game between 
the University of Washington and Wash-
ington State University. I am proud to say 
the Murray softball team won its share of 
games. But so did the Gorton team. And 
there were a couple of years where Senator 
Gorton himself contributed to his team’s 
wins. It was a friendly rivalry, but I think 
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Slade will tell you, we both really wanted to 
win that game. 

The Gorton staff is as loyal as any on Cap-
itol Hill. I am sure they will have an oppor-
tunity to thank Senator Gorton for all of his 
personal and professional guidance and as-
sistance, but I am also sure they would want 
me to say to Senator Gorton that they be-
lieved in his work and that they will always 
be proud to call themselves Gorton staffers. 

This is certainly a time of change for the 
country and for the Senate. And while Sen-
ator Gorton will leave the Senate, we 
shouldn’t expect to see him fade from the 
public scene. At home, he will continue to be 
a respected leader with perhaps many oppor-
tunities ahead to further shape and influence 
our state. 

And perhaps his service in Washington, 
D.C., will continue as well. I am confident—
just as he did almost 50 years ago on the 
Greyhound bus—that Senator Gorton will 
make the most of the new opportunities to 
come. 

Senator Gorton, on behalf of the people of 
Washington state, thank you for your many 
years of dedicated service. Thank you for 
giving your time, your energy, and your wis-
dom to people of our state and our country. 
We have benefitted enormously from your 
work and we are grateful for your service. 

[From the Seattle Times, Dec. 5, 2000] 
GORTON’S NOTEWORTHY PUBLIC CAREER 

There is no particular joy in bidding fare-
well to the state’s senior senator, Slade Gor-
ton. 

This page endorsed his opponent, Maria 
Cantwell, and we look forward to the 
changes in style and policy she can bring to 
the job. 

But we would be remiss if we failed to pay 
tribute in this space to Gorton’s distin-
guished public career. He was first elected 
state legislator, then attorney general and 
has served three terms as Senator. 

Legacy is not a notion that comes easily to 
Gorton. Late in the campaign, when asked 
what was the legacy of his years in public 
service, he groped for a response. Perhaps 
that’s because Gorton’s career was not a 
straight line toward clear goals or major ac-
complishments. 

As a legislator he was more pragmatist 
than ideologue. As his Republican party 
moved to the right, Gorton feigned just 
enough moves in that direction to stay in of-
fice, moves that prompted criticism on this 
page and elsewhere. 

A careful look at the sweep of is career re-
veals Gorton’s better impulses. He is cred-
ited with helping to save the National En-
dowment for the Arts and the Forest Legacy 
Program, a crucial source of funds for the 
Mountains to Sound Greenway project along 
I–90. 

Gorton was one of the saner voices in Con-
gress during the impeachment. He teamed 
with his friend, Democratic Sen. Joseph 
Lieberman, to broker a middle-ground solu-
tion that would short-circuit a trial. They 
were unsuccessful, but the effort is a reveal-
ing example of Gorton at work during a his-
toric time in the nation’s Capitol. 

Gorton’s name is attached to several major 
accomplishments from the early years of his 
career. Lawyer and longtime civic activist 
Jim Ellis credits Gorton with steering 
through the state legislature the program 
known as Forward Thrust, a package of 
major public works in King County. 

Among his most loyal backers is a small 
army of women who have worked for Gorton 
at various stages of his career. 

Many have gone on to their own careers in 
public life. 

Now, facing forced retirement by the nar-
rowest of voter margins, Gorton, 72, can con-
template a life of ongoing service, possibly 
in a Bush administration, or better yet, as a 
senior statesman in Washington State and 
the Northwest where his talents are still 
welcome and much needed. 

[From the Tacoma News Tribune, Dec. 5, 
2000] 

HOLD A PLACE FOR GORTON AMONG STATE’S 
POLITICAL GIANTS 

(By Peter Callaghan) 
It’s a journalistic must-do. 
When a prominent officeholder is defeated, 

we roll out the retrospective articles—obitu-
aries for the living. 

We attempt to place our politicians in per-
spective before we have any. 

It’s Slade Gorton’s turn now. The 72-year-
old U.S. senator’s defeat will become official 
Wednesday. 

But he was pretty sure when the first 
count of votes was released the day before 
Thanksgiving when he declared himself 
‘‘cautiously pessimistic’’ that a recount 
would make a difference. 

It didn’t. Last Friday the county-by-coun-
ty tally showed that Democrat Maria 
Cantwell’s lead actually grew by a few hun-
dred votes. 

So Gorton walked in front of the cameras 
and the newsies to make a very short state-
ment. He took no questions. 

That left others to pass judgment on a ca-
reer in politics that began in 1958. He served 
10 years in the state House of Representa-
tives, 12 as attorney general and 18 in the 
U.S. Senate. 

Longevity is just one of the reasons he 
should be considered for the same status as 
Warren Magnuson, Dan Evans, Henry Jack-
son, Wesley Jones, Julia Butler Hansen and 
Tom Foley—giants all. 

Impact is another reason. So is presence. 
So is the breadth of his legacy. 

But there’s a much different tone to Gor-
ton’s postmortem than for the others. Much 
of the space is devoted not to what he was 
but to what he wasn’t. 

He wasn’t wildly popular. He wasn’t able to 
generate affection among voters. He wasn’t 
one to bring home the bacon in the form of 
dams and hospitals and military bases. 

In a phrase, he wasn’t Scoop and Maggie. 
This presumes, of course, that Gorton 

could have been just like Scoop and Maggie 
even had he wanted to be. Times had 
changed. Gorton was elected in the GOP 
landslide that ushered in the Reagan era. 

It was a time of lowered expectations of 
the federal government. It was a time when 
the ability to win hundreds of millions of 
federal pork was at an end. 

Heck, Scoop and Maggie wouldn’t be Scoop 
and Maggie in times such as those. 

But Slade Gorton did manage to build his 
own legacy as a smart, savvy politician who 
was the go-to guy in the Washington state 
delegation for much of the last two decades. 

If you want your politicians warm and 
fuzzy, don’t knock on Gorton’s door. He was 
of a generation that didn’t believe in public 
displays of affection—especially the phony 
kind practiced by some politicians. 

That he never made an emotional connec-
tion with voters hurt him in the two close 
elections that he lost in 1986 and 2000. 

But most other times, Washington voters 
realized we were electing a U.S. senator, not 
a host for a children’s TV show. 

Gorton did something few other politicians 
could—he learned from that earlier defeat 
that he had to listen as well as talk. 

He learned to say thank you. He admitted 
that some of his votes in his first term were 
mistakes and he asked voters for a second 
chance. 

They gave it to him. 
That he lost twice shouldn’t be a legacy-

killer. We forget how tough it has been for 
Republicans to win the governor’s office or 
the two U.S. Senate seats in Washington. 

In fact, since 1954 only three Republicans 
have—Evans, Gorton and John Spellman. 

In that same time period, eight different 
Democrats have won those offices—five men 
and three women. 

Gorton overcame that handicap with a 
strategy that has always drawn criticism—
he ran against Seattle and exploited the 
resentments many have for the state’s big-
gest city. He was accused of using so-called 
wedge issues that divided the state. 

But that in itself is a Seattle-centric cri-
tique. It’s OK—in fact, preferred—to rep-
resent Puget Sound to the detriment of the 
rest of the state. Doing the opposite, how-
ever, is divisive. 

Cantwell won just five of the state’s 39 
counties. But she is defined as a unifier while 
Gorton is a divider. 

The campaign is too recent for liberals to 
view Gorton’s service as anything but a dis-
aster. 

But as time passes, perhaps they’ll be more 
willing to give him his due and allow him to 
take his place in state political history with 
those other giants. 

[From the HeraldNet, Dec. 5, 2000] 
OUR VIEWS—MARIA CANTWELL FOLLOWS A 

GREAT LINE OF SENATORS 
With a history of outstanding U.S. sen-

ators, Washington state is about to embark 
on what should be a fine new chapter. 

With time, Maria Cantwell ought to be-
come another fine senator for Washington. 
Indeed, the likelihood is that the Democrat 
from Edmonds will become an effective, 
high-profile member of the Senate early on. 
It certainly helps Cantwell’s visibility that 
her election appears to have broken the Re-
publican majority and given Democrats a 50–
50 tie for the next session. 

The situation undoubtedly influenced two 
major networks to interview Cantwell on 
their morning news shows Monday. As 
Democrats point out, moreover, the election 
of the former high-tech executive gives the 
country its first senator from the new econ-
omy. Even in a Senate that includes a fresh-
man well enough known to have won elec-
tion from New York without using her last 
name, Cantwell’s talents should earn her 
ample notice. 

While Cantwell is making a promising 
entry into the Senate, Washington state cer-
tainly will miss the presence of longtime 
Sen. Slade Gorton. Although Gorton would 
be an excellent choice for a post in a possible 
Bush cabinet, the state has lost the clout he 
carried as a senator with 18 years seniority. 

History will rank Gorton with Sen. Henry 
M. ‘‘Scoop’’ Jackson and Sen. Warren G. 
Magnuson as an extraordinary leader in D.C. 
on behalf of the state. Throughout his career 
in the Senate and state government, Gorton 
has been a leading force in many major ef-
forts to protect the environment. He also has 
been a consistent, passionate advocate for 
individuals with problems dealing with bu-
reaucracy. Within the Senate, Gorton has 
been a grand force for reasoned bipartisan-
ship, never afraid to take a strong stand but 
also willing to work graciously and effec-
tively with members of the opposition even 
at the tensest moments. 
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Gorton’s career was certainly marked by 

tough fights with opponents and a willing-
ness to criticize liberals from the Puget 
Sound region. That divisiveness, in fact, may 
have contributed to his defeat by Cantwell. 
But he helped ensure that the less urban 
areas of the state weren’t forgotten. 

To her credit, Cantwell campaigned to be-
come a senator for the entire state. She has 
promised, in fact, to visit each of the state’s 
39 counties every year. That will be a chal-
lenging but worthwhile task. 

Cantwell has talked about the need for ac-
tion on issues that relate directly to people’s 
lives, including prescription drugs and con-
trols on health maintenance organizations. 
With her incisive understanding for policy 
issues, demonstrated in both the state Legis-
lature and the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, she could help create answers to such 
difficult questions. 

Her lack of seniority, though, deprives the 
state of the significant influence over appro-
priations that Gorton wielded, especially for 
environmental projects. The state, and Cant-
well, will have to look to Sen. Patty Murray 
to fill as much of the gap as possible. 

Cantwell returns to politics after making a 
fortune with a high-tech company in just 
five years. As the careers of Jackson, Magnu-
son and Gorton have demonstrated, the 
length of service is a critical factor in mak-
ing a great senator. Cantwell should keep 
that in mind as she makes what is likely to 
be an impressive entrance into the Senate of 
the United States. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I yield 
such time as he may need to the Sen-
ator from West Virginia, Mr. ROCKE-
FELLER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
rise today on a personal basis to reflect 
a little bit about the SLADE GORTON I 
have known and worked with over a 
number of years now. Even as I wel-
come Mary Cantwell into the Senate, I 
also am very sorry to see SLADE GOR-
TON go—just because of the very ex-
traordinary character he brought to 
this institution. 

I worked with SLADE very closely on 
the Commerce Committee. Our juris-
dictions, so to speak, overlapped a good 
deal. Our interests overlapped a good 
deal. One of the pieces of legislation 
where I thought you saw SLADE work-
ing at his best, when he was so effec-
tive in the Senate, was the reauthor-
ization of the Federal Aviation Agency. 
This was actually a very complicated 
piece of legislation. It was one that was 
particularly difficult because the Sen-
ate as a whole has not bothered to en-
gage itself particularly with the whole 
subject of aviation and the enormity of 
the crisis which is facing us and which 
manifests itself in the summer and 
tourist season and then is quickly for-
gotten as soon as the tourist season is 
over and the delays diminish some-
what. One can see, as the industry 
grows, it also runs into more severe 
problems, financially and otherwise. 

SLADE GORTON had an innate under-
standing of aviation, obviously, be-
cause of the State from which he came. 
But he was also a master craftsman in 

terms of understanding issues, pro-
ducing legislation, and then forging a 
compromise that would lead to a result 
that, in effect, reauthorized the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration and put 
forth money on an unprecedented basis 
to do what needed to be done, both for 
our air traffic control system and for 
the infrastructure which our Congress 
and our Nation just blithely ignore—
complaining about noise, complaining 
about delays, and then declining to do 
anything about it. It is not a problem 
which fixes itself. 

SLADE was, in a sense, kind of a pio-
neer on this issue which in some ways 
is similar to the IT phenomenon, the 
Internet; it burst upon us. But people 
have been rather quick to learn about 
the new economy and the Internet and 
rather slow to learn about a problem 
which is just as severe and technical 
and just as complex as that one. But 
SLADE, obviously, as is typical of him, 
never shirked his duty either to his 
State or to his country. 

He has a work ethic. A ‘‘work ethic’’ 
simply describes itself, but the way in 
which SLADE GORTON has carried that 
out over all the years I have worked 
with him is something which has both 
given me joy and a great sense of admi-
ration. I don’t know if there are any 
cartoons anywhere, but there are a lot 
of stories: One always sees Senator 
GORTON at his desk—reading. The en-
tire Senate can be engulfed in a con-
flagration of some sort, usually about 
something which means absolutely 
nothing, but SLADE GORTON under-
stands that and so he simply turns to 
newspapers, journals, things which—
again, with his very superior intel-
lect—are increasing his knowledge, in-
creasing his perspective and the depth 
of his ability, therefore, to be helpful 
to his people, to his country, and to the 
Senate. 

He had a very interesting position, 
too, in the Senate, in that he was a 
very close adviser, and may remain so, 
to the majority leader, TRENT LOTT. He 
did not do that through the power of 
politics. He did not lobby in the way 
that people often do when they run for 
offices, go around trying to pick up 
votes in that way. It was simply the 
power of his reasoned, calm intellect, 
the even temperament of his nature, 
and the compelling force of his logic 
and the calmness in which all of this 
evolved and presented itself, which I 
think—my guess would be—drew Sen-
ator LOTT to understand that to rely 
on SLADE GORTON’s judgment and un-
derstanding and advice would be a very 
wise thing to do. 

SLADE GORTON and I did not nec-
essarily have the same voting records, 
but we often had the same approach to 
issues, not all of which I will discuss 
here, and we have come to differ on 
some of those issues. But I always have 
had this deep sense of respect for him. 
He never was a typical Senator. He was 

not a backslapper. Yet when he gave 
his word, you needed to worry no more 
because that was it. As they say, his 
word was his bond—and it really was. 

He had always an excellent staff 
about him. Yet you always had the 
feeling that SLADE GORTON made all of 
the decisions and did, really, most of 
the basic thinking himself because of 
the deeply thoughtful nature of his 
mind and his instinct about not just 
legislating but the way he conducted 
probably all his life. 

I admire very much the fact that he 
has been in public life for so long, and 
at the age of 72 sought to continue that 
public service. He has expressed a deep 
belief in public service. There are many 
honorable professions, but I think pub-
lic service is one of the hardest and 
most honorable of all of them if it is 
carried out with serious intent and se-
rious purpose. Ambition always accom-
panies public service, but ambition has 
to be overruled in the final analysis by 
this concept of serving the public and 
of trying to make a better situation for 
the State one represents and also our 
Nation. 

SLADE is a Senator from the State of 
Washington but also from the United 
States of America. He understood that 
and exercised both of those responsibil-
ities. He argued, I am told, 14 times be-
fore the U.S. Supreme Court when he 
was attorney general of his State. That 
says to me that he did not simply, as is 
the case sometimes, particularly in 
more recent years, jump for the top of-
fice or one of the top offices. He worked 
his way up through the system. I ad-
mire that. It shows a determined, a 
very professional, long-term commit-
ment to public service at whatever 
level and also respect for the experi-
ence one develops on the way up as one 
serves in one’s State and goes on to a 
more national forum. 

He is and always will be a superb leg-
islator. He has been a superb friend to 
me. We have not spent a lot of time en-
gaged in personal discussion, but there 
was a constancy in the way our rela-
tionship evolved and then maintained 
itself which always made me believe I 
could trust SLADE GORTON and look to 
SLADE GORTON for sound advice and 
sound judgment on virtually any mat-
ter. 

He is firm in his views, and I respect 
that. We differ often on views, and yet 
it is never a personal matter. Again, it 
is a truly brilliant, analytical, ordered 
mind coming to his conclusions in the 
way he thought best for him and for 
the people he represents. 

When we talked personally, it was al-
most always about his grandchildren; 
of course, about Sally, his wife, whom 
I think he married in 1958. He has seven 
grandchildren, and when there was 
frustration about the Senate dragging 
on too long, he would talk about the 
joy of being with his grandchildren. He 
talked at length about that. That was 
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another side of SLADE GORTON: SLADE 
GORTON the family person, the tightly 
disciplined mind, and yet underneath a 
very warm sense of what, in many 
ways, is an even larger legacy, and that 
is, what is the nature of one’s family, 
what is the nature of one’s relationship 
to the members of one’s family. 

I express my respect for him, my af-
fection for him for his constancy of 
purpose and for his superbly honed 
skills. His presence in the Senate is 
and will be always considered unique. 
He is a unique person, cerebral but ef-
fective, highly analytical but deeply ef-
fective in the internal combat, whether 
it be on the Appropriations Committee, 
the Budget Committee, the Commerce 
Committee, the Energy Committee, or 
any of his various committees. He 
knows how to fight. He knows how to 
achieve what he wants for the people of 
his State. 

As I said at the beginning, I rise to 
express this respect, to express this 
sense of admiration for the nature of 
his abilities as a Senator and his broad 
expanse as a human being. 

I thank the Presiding Officer and 
yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico. 

Mr. DOMENICI. Parliamentary in-
quiry: Is it time for the Senator from 
New Mexico to speak about the depar-
ture of Senator SLADE GORTON? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time 
is under the control of the Senator 
from Washington. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I am 
happy to yield to the Senator from 
New Mexico whatever time he needs to 
speak about Senator GORTON. 

Mr. DOMENICI. I am very sorry to 
ask for that. I thought Senators on our 
side had control. I am very pleased 
Senator MURRAY yielded to me. 

Mr. President, I come this morning 
to speak about my friend, SLADE GOR-
TON, who is leaving the Senate shortly. 
I thought I better do it today because, 
as most things around here, when you 
can get them done you ought to be-
cause time flies and all of a sudden we 
find Senator GORTON is out of the Sen-
ate and we have to speak before he 
leaves. Today, I want to take a few 
minutes to share with him and his wife 
Sally, whom I hope will have occasion 
to read the RECORD, having served with 
him in each of his 18 years in the Sen-
ate, what he has contributed and who 
he is. 

It will not take me a long time to 
speak about him, although to tell the 
truth, he probably is more noteworthy 
in my life in terms of being a co-Sen-
ator on many things that are very big 
and important to our Nation than any 
other single Senator here. 

SLADE GORTON is a quiet man. Even 
though he appears on the floor regu-
larly to discuss things, he is a very 
thoughtful person and also a very hard 
worker. 

As we sometimes coin phrases, he is 
certainly a workhorse, not a show 
horse, and he is a very special and 
unique person because he is also ex-
tremely thoughtful and shares will-
ingly his wonderful ideas, thoughts, 
and innovations with us, his fellow 
Senators. 

I think everybody knows that while 
he shares no official leadership role 
and he works hours on end on a sub-
committee called the Subcommittee on 
Appropriations for the Department of 
Interior, his contributions go well be-
yond that. Wherever he touches things, 
either by committee work or by being 
called in by our majority leader to dis-
cuss issues to advise him, he leaves an 
imprint. It is not that he must get his 
way all the time, but essentially he is 
rather compelling and does succeed 
most of the time by power of persua-
sion to leave his imprint in the Halls of 
the Senate, be it in this Chamber, 
while we discuss things seriously and 
collegially as Republicans or combined 
Republicans and Democrats, or cer-
tainly where small groups of Senators 
meet because they must meet in their 
leadership roles. He is almost always 
among them. 

From my own standpoint, I have had 
one major commitment, one major 
user of my time in my work, and that 
is to understand and make sense of the 
U.S. budget. While it is not my only 
job, it is one of those the Senate ex-
pects somebody to know a lot about if 
they are going to come down here and 
talk about it. I have been privileged to 
work in that committee since its ori-
gin, believe it or not. It is a rather new 
committee, enforcing a rather new part 
of the Senate. We used to have just au-
thorizing and appropriations, and some 
26 years ago we had budgeting. He has 
been on that committee with me 
through thick and thin. 

Everybody should know that we did a 
lot of innovative things in that com-
mittee. We rather imaginatively broad-
ened the scope called reconciliation 
where we can insist that things get 
done without being burdened by fili-
buster and untold amendments. We 
have done new and innovative things to 
set aside money for only one purpose 
and it cannot be used for anything else. 
These are all unique and different, 
along with regular routine things. 

It did not take very long, once these 
issues were put on the table and dis-
cussed, for SLADE GORTON to under-
stand them and to suggest ways of im-
proving them. That is the way he is 
with everything he does. 

He does not have to be the kingpin, 
but I guarantee you, those who are and 
who are forced to lead, if he is around 
helping them, you can just tell; You 
can see the imprint, the logic, the 
strength of argument that comes from 
him being directly involved or indi-
rectly being a helper. 

I am not sure in the history of the 
Senate how we are going to rate Sen-

ators over time, but I suggest that 
SLADE GORTON will certainly be recog-
nized in some very special way for his 
18 years because there will be few who 
trace this history who may just look 
around and say: Who were the leaders? 
Who was the majority leader? Who was 
the minority leader? Who was this or 
that in terms of a formal job? And then 
attribute to them some direct legacy in 
this 18-year span that he served, being 
absent 2 years while he sought election 
again. 

But if it is looked at carefully, SLADE 
GORTON has to come out near the top of 
the list of influential Senators in the 
conduct of occurrences of significance 
in the Senate. I am not sure how that 
will be picked up because much of it 
occurs in meetings that are not public 
not private meetings but meetings that 
are just not known because they are in 
the leader’s office or a committee 
room. 

But what I want to say to him is: 
You will be missed because while you 
have been here, you have been felt. 
People have known you were here. 
They knew your presence, your intel-
lectual presence, your humanity, your 
loyalty, and, yes, your skill at knowing 
when things ought to happen. SLADE 
has a real knack for knowing: Well, it 
is about time to spring this. He will be 
there doing that and, sure enough, it 
will go unnoticed that he was the one 
who got it done. 

Individually, from my standpoint, he 
has been at my side every time we have 
had major events on the floor that I 
have had to manage. There have been 
many, they have been long, and they 
have been arduous. 

When I had to test them and tried 
them on for size with SLADE GORTON, 
and he said, ‘‘That’s the way to do it,’’ 
no one will really know what that has 
meant. Nobody will really understand 
how influential saying ‘‘that’s the way 
to do it’’ from SLADE GORDON really is 
in terms of many of us here. 

He has a wonderful wife Sally and 
three great, wonderful children. I hope 
whatever happens in the next few 
years, since he is so knowledgeable 
about the workings of our Government, 
not just those items within bills on 
which he worked so hard called appro-
priations, but he knows about many 
things in Government, I close by say-
ing, many of us raise our hand and say, 
yes, we are lawyers, and some of us 
know full well we are not lawyers any 
longer; we have been away from the 
profession for years. We are not what 
one would call a lawyer’s lawyer. But 
after all these years in public life, 
SLADE GORTON could step into the most 
significant of legal offices in America 
and be a great, participating, achieving 
modern-day lawyer, even after all these 
years of not being in the legal profes-
sion. He must have been a great solic-
itor. He appeared before the U.S. Su-
preme Court on behalf of his State and 
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made some very interesting law when 
he was a lawyer for his State, either in 
his attorney general’s office or other-
wise. 

So I want to say to him, whatever it 
is you choose now, Senator GORTON, 
and Sally, whatever you choose, I hope 
you will be around so we can continue 
to share with you, an occasional oppor-
tunity to share a meal, an occasional 
social event, or, even better, an oppor-
tunity from time to time to just listen 
to you tell us what you think of how it 
is, how you observe it, and, in a way, 
continue to bless us with all those mar-
velous qualities you bring here. 

You have brought from your State a 
degree of pride to the Senate that is 
very difficult to replace. Far be it from 
me to judge any other Senator from 
any other State or even his own State, 
but Senator SLADE GORTON will be here 
a long time in memory because many 
will know what he thought about the 
Senate and how he thought about us. 

It is hard to say he will not be down 
here at that seat, arguing with us on 
important issues. But he will be here 
because I cannot imagine that people 
who lived and worked with him all 
these years—I see one here on the 
floor, the distinguished chairman of 
the Appropriations Committee, who 
knows about it very well—will ever for-
get him, and we will not let the Senate 
forget. 

I thank the Chair and yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. AL-

LARD). The Senator from Washington. 
Mrs. MURRAY. How much time is 

left under my control? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Three 

minutes. 
Mrs. MURRAY. How much time does 

the Senator from New Hampshire need? 
Mr. GREGG. I would like to have 

about 5 minutes. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senator 
from New Hampshire have 5 minutes, 
the Senator from North Dakota have 3 
minutes, and that any other Senators 
who wish to bring their statements and 
have them printed in the RECORD at 
this point regarding Senator GORTON be 
able to do so. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. STEVENS. I temporarily object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 

an objection? 
Mr. STEVENS. I withdraw my objec-

tion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
The Senator from New Hampshire is 

recognized for 5 minutes. 
Mr. GREGG. I thank the Senator 

from Washington for the courtesy of 
recognition. 

Mr. President, I join with my col-
leagues in praising and expressing our 
appreciation for the opportunity to 
work with and know as a colleague in 
this body Senator SLADE GORTON from 

Washington. I expect to continue to 
work with and know Senator SLADE 
GORTON for many years. But, unfortu-
nately, he will be leaving this body, 
which is too bad because I consider him 
to be one of the truly extraordinary 
people I have had a chance to get to 
know. 

I would describe him as delightful 
and extraordinary—delightful as a per-
son, extraordinary as a Senator. He 
brings to this Senate a uniqueness 
which is special. He has a freshness 
about him, a way of approaching the 
issues which is always creative and 
imaginative. He has true love for this 
institution. He especially understands 
its rules and the way it works. 

He is one of the few senior Members 
on our side of the aisle who will sit in 
the chair for hours and hours in order 
to officiate over the Senate. In fact, I 
think every year he has been here he 
has received what is known as the 
Golden Gavel for sitting in the Chair 
for 100 hours, something usually re-
ceived by junior Members of the Sen-
ate, but because of his interest in and 
intensity and love for and commitment 
to this body, he has enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to preside. And he has presided 
extraordinarily well. 

He, however, as the Senator from 
New Mexico has mentioned, has been 
probably less visible than many Mem-
bers of the Senate but has had much 
more impact than most of us. His ac-
tions and effectiveness are really in the 
famous back halls and meeting rooms 
of the Senate. Very few pieces of legis-
lation have moved through this body 
that do not, in some part, have the fin-
gerprints of SLADE GORTON on them. 

He is truly an effective tactician, but 
more importantly, he is an effective 
spokesperson for a philosophy. And he 
knows how to move that philosophy 
forward within our institution. 

As a result, he has had a tremendous 
impact on the legislative activity of 
this body over the years. I suppose we 
shouldn’t be surprised at that though. 
The truly great Senators in this body—
I suggest that maybe one of them is 
Daniel Webster—have come from a tra-
dition from which SLADE GORTON also 
comes. He went to school in New 
Hampshire. He went to school at Dart-
mouth, as did the great Daniel Web-
ster. Maybe he learned at Dartmouth 
some of those characteristics which 
carried both Webster and him forward 
so well. Clearly, those characteristics 
are unique and special. We take pride 
in New Hampshire in claiming a little 
bit of SLADE GORTON for our own. 

As I think of him, I think of a friend, 
somebody to whom I could always go 
talk to get ideas. We talked about his 
family that he so loved, Sally and his 
children, his grandchildren, his nieces, 
nephews. He used to go to hockey 
league for his niece all the time. She is 
a wonderful hockey player. He is to-
tally committed to his family. 

It was a pleasure to have the chance 
to sit down and talk with him on any 
subject, but especially when it came to 
issues of family and what everybody 
was up to and what everybody was 
doing. That is the priority for SLADE 
and Sally. At one point, they took a 
bike ride across the country, which 
must have been an amazing experience, 
the whole family riding across the 
country. 

He set an example for those of us who 
came here after him. As we look 
around this institution, we often refer 
to people: He reminds me of so-and-so, 
he reminds me of some Senator from 
here or some Senator here at some 
other date. I must say, I can’t think of 
higher praise than if someone were to 
come up to me some day and say: You 
know, you remind me a lot of SLADE 
GORTON and the way he worked as a 
Senator. That, to me, would be the 
highest praise I could receive because I 
consider him to be one of the finest, if 
not the finest, Senator I know. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota is recognized 
for 3 minutes. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I saw 
the Senator from Washington, Mrs. 
MURRAY, talking about her colleague, 
Senator SLADE GORTON. I wanted to 
come over and say a word about Sen-
ator GORTON. 

I know people who perhaps watch the 
proceedings of the Senate see the tug 
and the pull of debate on public policy 
and probably think to themselves, gee, 
those people don’t get along very well, 
or maybe those people don’t like each 
other very much. 

The fact is, most of us get along well 
and enjoy each other’s company. SLADE 
GORTON is one of those Senators, a Re-
publican, someone with whom I have 
severed on the Appropriations and 
Commerce Committees. We get along 
well, like each other, and he has been 
extraordinarily helpful to me. He is a 
Senator who always did his homework. 
There are some with whom you visit 
about the issues, you get kind of a 
glassy-eyed stare because you know 
that this isn’t an issue on which they 
are connecting with you or haven’t 
studied very much. I didn’t find that 
with SLADE GORTON. He was always 
prepared and had always done his 
homework. And while at times he could 
be a bit frustrating because he took a 
position on an issue that you might 
have felt was the wrong position, he al-
ways had an opportunity to explain it 
because he had done his homework. 

He was a fellow with an independent 
and stubborn streak, somebody who 
was patient and helpful. I enjoyed the 
opportunity to serve with him in the 
Senate. 

He actually was elected to the Senate 
for the first time the same year I was 
elected to the U.S. House in 1980. We 
had an opportunity to be on a panel 
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discussion way back in 1980 and talked 
about our entry into that Congress. 

One of the things SLADE GORTON told 
me was that he had bicycled across 
North Dakota. I was surprised by that, 
but apparently he and his family had 
bicycled all across America. And in 
doing so, they had bicycled across I–94 
or highway 2 through the State of 
North Dakota. We had a chance to talk 
a little about his acquaintance with 
North Dakota from a bicycle. 

This is not a eulogy. We have a num-
ber of Members of the Senate who are 
leaving us, distinguished people who 
have given immense public service to 
this country. I have deep admiration 
and respect for all of them. Because my 
colleague from the State of Wash-
ington was talking about her col-
league, Senator GORTON, I wanted to 
come to say that I have enjoyed serv-
ing with him. He has been very helpful 
to me in a range of ways on both the 
Commerce Committee and the Appro-
priations Committee. I wish him well 
as he leaves his service here in the Sen-
ate. 

I will come to the floor at some point 
to speak about the other Senators who 
have contributed so much and who are 
now leaving the Senate Chamber. 

I thank Senator MURRAY for doing 
this. She is a remarkable Representa-
tive from her State, as was Senator 
GORTON. We will now be joined by an-
other Senator, Ms. CANTWELL, from the 
State of Washington, and I look for-
ward to working with her as well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has used his 3 minutes. Under the 
previous order, the time until 12 noon 
is under the control of the Senator 
from Wyoming, Mr. THOMAS, or his des-
ignee. 

The Senator from Alaska. 
Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, my 

good friend from Wyoming is here and 
has consented that I might take up to 
5 minutes of his time at this time. I 
ask unanimous consent I be recognized 
for that purpose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I was 
in a meeting with the joint leadership 
discussing the current problems re-
garding the last appropriations bills 
and was not able to be here during the 
time set for comments about our good 
friend and my southern neighbor, Sen-
ator GORTON. 

It is with deep sadness that I come to 
join in the comments concerning Sen-
ator SLADE GORTON. I think he has 
been an exemplary Member of our Sen-
ate and has provided enormous con-
tributions to the well-being of the 
country in his efforts as a Senator. 

It is and has been a matter of great 
pride for me to call SLADE and Sally 
Gorton personal friends. I have visited 
with them. We have traveled together 
to other places in the world. It is high-
ly necessary for Members of the Senate 

to travel and try to learn firsthand the 
problems of other continents, such as 
Antarctica, Australia. I remember we 
went to eastern Russia, and we have 
traveled many times into the NATO 
countries together. It is on those trips 
that we really get to know one another 
even better than we do in the Senate in 
Washington. 

Of course, my friend and I have been 
able to meet as I have gone through his 
State. Alaskans go through either 
Utah, Illinois, or Washington to get 
home from Washington, D.C. Quite 
often, I have spent time in Washington 
State and have visited with SLADE 
GORTON and Sally about the problems 
of our area. He has been a fierce pro-
tector of the interests of the State of 
Washington in the Senate. As a west-
erner, he and I have shared many 
issues and faced the problem of finding 
solutions to some of these difficulties 
that we face in the Pacific Northwest 
together. We have worked with our 
friend, Senator MURRAY, on these 
issues. I think we have had a good 
working team together. 

We have often, as members of the Pa-
cific Northwest group in the Senate, 
had to go head to head with almost 
every Member of the Senate and the 
administration to try to protect the in-
terests of the Pacific Northwest. We 
are an area that many people do not 
understand. It is an area that requires 
an enormous amount of personal con-
tact with our constituents in order to 
make certain we are on the right 
track. 

Senator GORTON has been to my 
State quite often, along with me and 
my colleague, Senator MURKOWSKI, to 
try and make certain we are reflecting 
the concerns of our people as we ad-
dress the concerns of the people of the 
State of Washington at the same time. 

When I came to the Senate, an elder-
ly Senator told me that there were two 
types of Senators: the workhorses and 
the show horses. You have to decide 
which one you are going to be. 

It is obvious that an Alaskan has 
only one choice. We are one-fifth the 
size of the United States. We have 
more than half the coastline in the 
United States. And we have about the 
same number of people as the smaller 
States in the lower 48, in terms of ge-
ography, that are much tinier com-
pared to our State. 

Senator GORTON, with his back-
ground, as we heard, coming from the 
east coast originally, very well edu-
cated, very well read, and probably one 
of the most well-read younger Senators 
in the Senate, has had the problem of 
trying to decide what to do. He, too, 
decided to become a Senator and is one 
whom I would call a workhorse. He has 
worked doggedly on issues pertaining 
to his State. His staff is probably one 
of the best staffs I have seen work on 
issues pertaining to the Pacific North-
west. 

When we look at the problems of 
America from the point of view of the 
Senate, we would have to really take 
into account the people Senators rep-
resent. The State of Washington has 
given its Senators great flexibility in 
terms of addressing issues that deal 
with the Pacific Northwest and our Na-
tion. There is no question that in his 
three terms in the Senate, Senator 
GORTON has been one of the pivotal 
votes in determining the policies of 
that area. 

I know they will be going back to 
Washington. And I think we will hear a 
great deal of SLADE GORTON and Sally. 
They have concerns about the country 
and concerns about our area that are 
unique. I believe they are going to con-
tinue to contribute to the solutions to 
the problems that I mentioned before. 

I am really here to thank him for his 
friendship and for the dignity he has 
brought to the office of United States 
Senator. I really believe he showed 
great compassion as he spent 2 years 
out of the Senate when he was not 
elected after a second term, and he 
came back again after 2 years and be-
came even a greater Senator because of 
that. He has been a strong Senator, a 
thoughtful Senator, a hard-working 
Senator, and a great personal friend. 

I don’t look forward to making state-
ments such as this. I certainly don’t 
look forward to losing the partnership 
I have had with the Senator from 
Washington, SLADE GORTON, in dealing 
with the problems of the Pacific North-
west. 

I thank the Senate. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Montana is recognized. 
Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, we find 

ourselves in a predicament as old 
friends. Of course, we are this morning 
talking about our friend SLADE GORTON 
from the State of Washington. In a 
way, we were classmates. We came here 
in 1988. Of course, it was not his first 
time here, since he was defeated in 1986 
and then came back and won reelection 
in 1988. 

We had a lot of things in common—
not only representing the North-
western part of these 48 contiguous 
States. We also have great friendship 
and we served on some of the same 
committees. I took from him great les-
sons about this body and how to rep-
resent our constituencies. He and Sally 
have been friends with Phyllis and me 
for all these many years while he has 
been serving in his second and third 
terms. 

We in Montana have a quality that I 
think will become more and more ad-
mired as this country grows and ma-
tures. We are brutally honest with each 
other in that part of the world. I spent 
my time in business—in the cattle 
business and the auction business. Peo-
ple will just tell it like it is. If you like 
it, that is fine. If you don’t like it, 
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well, that’s the way it is. SLADE GOR-
TON is that kind of a person. He is prob-
ably the most pragmatic of all of our 
Members with whom I have had an op-
portunity to serve in this body, and he 
is brutally honest. 

I have made speeches before grad-
uating classes and a lot of other places, 
and I am always interested in the way 
people treat the history of our country. 
We have revisionists who like to gloss 
over some of the warts, the bruises, 
and the bumps this country has en-
countered in all its history. That is not 
to say it is not the best country in the 
world, but we have historians who tend 
to revise things. 

As you know, for those who do not 
study history and have little or no in-
stitutional knowledge of our country 
and the way it was built, one has to re-
member that we make decisions based 
on history and it affects all of us in the 
future. I have often said those folks 
who tend to revise history also tend to 
tinker with the compass of our Nation, 
because our decisions are still based on 
history. SLADE, being the bright and 
honest man that he is, understands this 
body and this country so well. He un-
derstands our history as it truly is, not 
as revisionists would have us believe. 
And I hope historians pay him the 
same respect and remember him as the 
great man and great Senator that we 
know today. 

As you know, many years ago when 
his family was young and he was a lit-
tle younger, SLADE took a bicycle trip 
from Olympia, WA, to Boston, MA. I 
said, ‘‘That is a long trip, SLADE.’’ He 
said, ‘‘It was. We spent all of it in Mon-
tana.’’ It is a very long State. In fact, 
from the Yaak to Alzada, MT, it is fur-
ther than it is from Chicago to Wash-
ington, DC, as the crow flies. 

But that tells you something about 
the man, and it also tells you some-
thing about the family. 

Nobody in this body has fought hard-
er for property rights, the cornerstone 
of a free society; fought harder for 
States’ rights; and for what he offered 
in education to take the money that 
flows from what I call ‘‘17 square miles 
of logic-free environment’’ to the local 
communities to let the local commu-
nities decide how to use that money. If 
they need teachers, they could hire 
teachers. If they need bricks and mor-
tar, they could build. But the decisions 
on how to use those dollars at the local 
level should be made at the local level 
to fill their needs. Nobody fought hard-
er for that. 

The chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee, Mr. STEVENS, a while ago 
alluded to the fact that in this body 
there are show horses and workhorses. 
And all of us know that SLADE is a 
workhorse. I will tell you, you couldn’t 
hook him wrong, and he worked from 
both sides of the tongue. There will be 
some folks who will figure that out and 
some folks who never will. But it is a 

quality that every Senator should 
have. 

I remember his fight to keep Mari-
ners baseball in Seattle. They could 
have lost that ball team had it not 
been for his efforts to save professional 
baseball in Seattle, because it was im-
portant to him and it was important to 
his people. 

He will be missed here. What he 
leaves with a lot of us will be used for 
many years to come. 

We don’t say goodbye to our friends, 
we just say so long, because our trails 
will cross later on in our lives. The 
friendship forged between the Gortons 
and I will never be forgotten. We will 
miss him, and we wish him well. But 
his influence on this body will be felt 
for years to come. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I wanted 

to come over this morning and join my 
colleagues in talking about our dear 
friend and colleague, SLADE GORTON. I 
don’t have enough time this morning 
to list all the things this good man has 
done for America. It is hard to even 
contemplate listing all of the times he 
has provided critical leadership for the 
Senate. 

The thing that stands out most about 
SLADE is that he is wise. There is a dif-
ference between intellect and wisdom. 
Intellect is, in my opinion, often 
overrated. I see intellect as being like 
the lens on your camera. The better 
that lens is, the wider your frame can 
be on the picture and the finer the de-
tail can be on that picture. So if you 
are blessed to have good intellect, you 
are advantaged. What is important is 
the ability to take the information 
that your lens on the world can see and 
put that into a perspective where it has 
meaning. That is where wisdom comes 
in. 

SLADE GORTON, we would agree by al-
most acclamation, is one of the smart-
est Members of the Senate. But he is 
more than that. He is wise. He has the 
ability to recognize when something is 
important and when it should be 
pushed forward and when it represents 
a potential consensus; but he has the 
judgment in knowing, in pushing for 
the things he is for. In the end, it is 
seldom good policy and it seldom 
makes good public policy to run over 
people. 

I say to our colleagues, SLADE GOR-
TON is one of the most extraordinary 
men who has served in the Senate dur-
ing my tenure in the Senate. He will be 
missed in the Senate. I believe SLADE 
is the kind of person that we grew up 
as children reading about in history 
books. I think even in this age of cyni-
cism about people who serve in public 
office, SLADE GORTON stands out as ex-
actly the kind of person the founders 
had in mind when they wrote the Sen-
ate into the Constitution. I think 

SLADE GORTON in his record would 
stand up in a comparison to anyone 
who has ever served in this body or 
anyone who has served in any legisla-
tive body ever. 

For those who know and love SLADE 
and who have worked with him in 
Washington, it is hard to understand 
how people back in the other Wash-
ington, a continent away, could not re-
elect SLADE GORTON to the Senate. I 
think it is important to remember the 
final judgment ultimately comes as 
people look in perspective at some-
body’s service. 

In my State, our greatest hero, our 
most beloved citizen, was defeated by 
the voters of Texas not once, but twice. 
He was defeated the first time after he 
came close to casting the deciding 
vote, he was on the losing side, on the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act which he saw as 
producing the Civil War. And it did. 
And then as Governor, Sam Houston 
refused to sign the bill taking Texas 
out of the Union. So he was rejected by 
the voters of Texas twice. Yet he is the 
most honored of our citizens. 

For those who serve in public office, 
it is important to remember that it is 
not personal; that people change their 
mind; that people have their own will; 
that people have their own perspective. 
In the end, it is good service, it is dedi-
cation, and it is effectiveness on behalf 
of the people who elect you that makes 
a great elected public official. 

I join my colleagues this morning in 
thanking SLADE GORTON for serving. I 
am confident in the future when names 
are listed who belong in the Senate, 
names that will be remembered here, 
SLADE GORTON’s name will be on the 
list. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kentucky. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 

when I think of my dear friend SLADE 
GORTON, I am reminded of how many of 
our colleagues are frequently saying: I 
wish I were Governor; or, I really ought 
to be out making some money; or, I am 
really not satisfied being 1 of 100; or, 
there must be something better I could 
be doing with my life. 

I have heard that from many of our 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle. I 
once asked SLADE GORTON: SLADE, did 
you ever think about running for Gov-
ernor? And he said: Absolutely not. I 
wouldn’t have that job. He said: I love 
the legislative process. 

And no one is better at the legisla-
tive process than our good friend 
SLADE GORTON. 

I forget which brokerage house it 
was, but there used to be commercials 
that said, when so and so spoke, every-
one listened. Whether it was the Re-
publican conference meetings or on 
those rare occasions when all Members 
met together, SLADE GORTON was rare-
ly the first one to talk, but when he 
spoke, everyone listened. 
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SLADE GORTON is one of the great 

Senators of the 20th century. He had a 
sense of the history of this body. I had 
an opportunity to serve with him re-
cently on a committee that Senator 
LOTT and Senator DASCHLE appointed 
to select two Senators to be added to 
the portraits just outside the door. For 
about 40 years, we have had five that 
were designated as the five greatest 
Senators back in the early 1960s or in 
the mid-1950s. The thought was that we 
would add two more Senators to the 
list. 

SLADE sort of led our side, which con-
sisted of the majority leader and my-
self and him, in reaching the conclu-
sion that if we were going to pick 
someone of this century it made a lot 
of sense to pick Arthur Vandenberg, 
who had been chairman of the Foreign 
Relations Committee and had really 
made the Truman policy of contain-
ment in the development of NATO a bi-
partisan matter, since there was, in 
fact, a Republican Congress right after 
World War II. SLADE thoughtfully ana-
lyzed all of the possibilities and rec-
ommended Arthur Vandenberg because 
he thought the single most important 
thing of the second half of the 20th cen-
tury was the winning of the cold war. 

Out of all the many things that occur 
here, he was able to sort that out and 
come up concisely with what was, in-
deed, the biggest challenge of the sec-
ond half of the previous century, the 
winning of the cold war, and applying 
that to the Senate and coming up with 
an individual on our side of the aisle, 
which was our charge, who would help 
make that policy bipartisan. And of 
course, it lasted until the Berlin Wall 
came down in 1989. That is the kind of 
thinker SLADE GORTON is. 

Out of all the maneuvering that oc-
curs here, all of which is important, all 
of which has an impact on the ultimate 
outcome, SLADE uniquely could look 
beyond that and see the big picture and 
sort of bring Members out of our con-
tentious decisions in conference about 
whatever the particular issue was to 
see a larger picture of what was not 
only in the best interests of our party, 
but more importantly, what was in the 
best interests of the country. 

He is an extraordinary legislative 
strategist. I know he is going to miss 
being in the Senate because he didn’t 
think there was a better job somewhere 
else he ought to be doing. Being in the 
Senate to SLADE was never his second 
choice. It was his first choice. Every 
one of our colleagues who has been 
Governor and come to the Senate says 
a Senator who used to be Governor who 
tells you they like the Senate better 
will lie to you about other things. 

That, clearly, was not SLADE’s view. 
This was not his second choice. This 
was where he wanted to be. 

We are going to miss his friendship. 
He was one of my best friends in the 
Senate and, I would say even if he were 

not on the floor, which he is, one of the 
two brightest guys in the Senate, the 
other one being the Senator from 
Texas from whom we just heard. 

But we are not going to lose contact 
with SLADE, many of us. I know there 
will be a new challenge for him. He is 
bright and vigorous and committed to 
public service. Someplace, hopefully in 
the very near future, there will be an 
opportunity for him to continue to 
make a mark on our wonderful coun-
try. 

So we say goodbye to you, SLADE, in 
the Senate, but look forward to con-
tinuing our friendship in the years to 
come. The Senate will certainly be a 
poorer place without your presence. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. President, I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.

f 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my entire 
staff be granted floor privileges for the 
duration of my remarks. In addition, I 
ask that Tracie Spingarn, from the 
Congressional Special Services office, 
be permitted on the floor for the dura-
tion of my remarks. The members of 
my staff are: 

Kris K. Ardizzone, Rachel S. Audi, 
David Ayres, Andy A. Beach, Annie E. 
Billings, Cara Bunton, Adam G. 
Ciongoli, Bob Coughlin, Chuck DeFeo, 
Mark Grider, Greg P. Harris, Jacob 
Herschend, Chris Huff, Jessica Hughes, 
David James, Sally Lee-Kerns, Eliza-
beth Kim, Kelly D. Kolb, Taunya L. 
McLarty, Caleb Overstreet, Smita 
Patel, Janet M. Potter, Jim Richard-
son, Susan Richmond, Andrew 
Schauder, Lori A. Sharpe, John A. 
Simmons, Shimon Stein, Tevi D. Troy, 
Brian Waidmann, Ricky Welborn, and 
Matt Wylie. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF 
MISSOURI 

Mr. ASHCROFT. Mr. President, it is 
with a sense of deep gratitude that I 
have this opportunity to speak on the 
Senate floor for one last time before I 
conclude my term in the Senate. There 
are few compensating factors for the 
lame duck session in which we find 
ourselves, but one is the opportunity 
for one who has lost an election to 
come back and make a few last re-
marks. This sort of makes this like 
home. At home I always have the last 

word—‘‘Yes, dear.’’ And to have a last 
word here is a pleasing thing for me. 

Obviously, I am deeply grateful, and, 
as I think about the opportunity I have 
enjoyed to be in the Senate, it is a set 
of thoughts that are characterized by 
gratitude. I am grateful to God that we 
are created as individuals with the ca-
pacity to shape the tomorrows in 
which we live. If freedom has a defini-
tion, it is that—that we can change 
things. And, obviously, we want to 
change things for the better. 

America respects that understanding 
of the creation and how we act as indi-
viduals with a Government that rep-
resents the people as agents of change, 
making decisions about the kind of 
community we want to have. Any of us 
who has the opportunity to represent 
fellow citizens obviously is in a posi-
tion to do great things and to enjoy the 
ability to fulfill what God has destined 
for us to do, and that is to shape the 
tomorrows in which we live. 

I want to thank the citizens of Mis-
souri first. It is a community that I 
love and that I respect. Janet and I live 
in Missouri, obviously because I was 
raised there, but by our choice. I have 
had the opportunity to serve the people 
of Missouri for 33 years. I began teach-
ing in Southwest Missouri State Uni-
versity as a way of serving the people 
of the State of Missouri. And then, one 
of the most important mentors in my 
life, and one of the individuals who per-
haps represents what Missouri is and 
what Missouri stands for more than 
any other single individual, the senior 
Senator of this State, Senator KIT 
BOND. 

He accorded me the opportunity to 
serve as the State auditor of Missouri 
when he vacated that office upon his 
election as Governor. I had first offered 
myself to the people of Missouri to 
serve in the U.S. Congress, and they 
had expressed their profound affection 
for me, indicating that I should stay in 
Missouri and not go to the Congress. 
KIT BOND, recognizing that, appointed 
me to be the State auditor of Missouri. 

It began a marvelous set of opportu-
nities for me for which I am grateful in 
every respect. I served as the State 
auditor for 2 years. I later served as the 
attorney general of Missouri after a 
short period of time as an assistant at-
torney general in Missouri, and that 
was a notable experience. I had the 
wonderful privilege of sharing an office 
with a now Justice of the Supreme 
Court, Clarence Thomas. We were in 
the same room together for 16 months. 
That is a historic item that I did not 
understand the history of at the time, 
but I certainly do now. 

I had the chance, after serving 8 
years as attorney general, of going on 
to be Governor of the State of Missouri 
for 8 years. What a marvelous oppor-
tunity it was to work with the commu-
nity, to work with people, to shape our 
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